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When someone says “I'm going

to go Jersey” on someone, you don’t
think of policy. In fact, you usually
don’t think of New Jersey and
policy in the same sentence. Or the
same state.

Maybe that’s why the state’s a

wreck.

But each year we like to recognize
those (mostly) lonely souls actually
trying to do something for the state,
and so here, humbly, is our 2020
Policymakers List.

If you're looking for a narrative in
these pages (and won’t the world be
a better place when we dispense
with narratives and actually
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reacquaint ourselves with reality?),
obviously COVID-19 stands in stark
relief, and we'd imagine at least one
of those key people on that battle-
front doesn’t need an introduction.
But we considered other areas as
well, paying particular heed in these
times to legislative reforms targeting
law enforcement, the Garden State
economy, and marijuana.

In the words of one source:

“Where have you gone, Fred Cara-
ballo? West State Street turns its
lonely eyes to you. Gone are the days
of Lance, Watson Coleman,
Maclnnes, Bagger, Bob Gordon,



Roberts and Doria. That said, I’ll nominate the entire
Black Caucus for seizing the moment and making sure
NJ’s all Irish white male power structure is advancing

racial justice issues. Credit IMO mostly to Singleton,
Timberlake, & McKnight.”

We agree with that assessment, and credit state
Senator Ronald L. Rice (D-28) — chairman of the
caucus - as a key policy driver. Rice’s work touches
nearly every key area of concern, as he leads New
Jersey as the state’s prime advocate for marijuana
decriminalization and police reforms to minimize
or eliminate instances of

police brutality.

There are others out there diligently doing substantive
work, and if their names don’t appear here, hopefully we
can double back and identify them next year. God willing,
too, we'll be

in a better position than we are now, no doubt defined

by crisis, because nothing ever changes that in New *ﬂ
Jersey, but not additionally beset by a pandemic.

If this list gets you, even for just one day, to reassess the
meaning of “going Jersey” and perhaps prompts a consideration
of those residents among us who actually resist the easy,
thoughtless tweet of anger or the emotional explosion
and instead prioritize policy, then it will have served
some useful purpose.

Herein find some of those fine New Jerseyans who have
distinguished themselves in the midst of this dreadful scourge,
reflect on the purpose of their work, mask up, dammit, wash your hands,
and we’ll see you on the other side of no man’s land!
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Here when you
need us most.
Now and always.

We're making it easier to get the care you need,
like chatting with a nurse or having a virtual doctor
visit 24/7 at no cost.

HorizonBlue.com/Coronavirus

Horizom

Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. The Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® names and
symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. The Horizon® name and symbols are registered marks of Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey. © 2020 Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey. Three Penn Plaza East, Newark, New Jersey 07105




An Army vet who heads the resident council at the
New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in Menlo Park,
Osborne put himself at risk in his own home when
he highlighted the long-term care facility’s lethal
mismanagement of the COVID-19 crisis. A key
driver in the development of policy to protect a
coming wave of senior veterans, this was one old
soldier who refused to fade away. Osborne said he
lost more friends to the coronavirus this year than
he did to combat. “I have lost more than half the
residents in this facility alone,” Osborne told
lawmakers. “In mid-March, there were 309 residents
[at the veterans home]. Now there are only 167
residents left. Officially there are a recorded 62
COVID deaths. The numbers do not add up. There
were simply too many residents who died too fast.
Many residents were written off as having died of
pneumonia without having been tested. Many of
these deaths were absolutely avoidable, in my humble
opinion. In March, I asked the CEO whether there
was any strategy to combat COVID. He received
word that there was no need to be concerned, even
as staff members did not wear PPE (personal
protective equipment). I saw such hypocrisy at many
levels,” Osborne said. “We feel we are neglected here
by the administration. I will never waver in my duty
to my residents.”

POLICYMAKERS 2020
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PashmanStein
WalderHayden

A Passion for | usticé
A Tradition of f |

Pashman Stein Walder Hayden P.C.
is a leading full-service law firm of
over 60 attorneys with a reputation
for professional excellence.

pashmanstein.com

BERGEN COUNTY MONMOUTH COUNTY NEW YORK

Court Plaza South Bell Works 2900 Westchester Avenue
21 Main Street, Suite 200 10_1 Crawfords Corner Road Suite 204

Hackensack, NJ 07601 Suite 4202 Purchase, NY 10577

P: 201.488.8200 Holmdel, NJ 07733 P: 914.612.4092
P: 732.852.2481
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New Jersey Education Association:

200,000 proud advocates for members,
students, and great public schools.

Marie Blistan Sean M. Spiller Steve Beatty

President Vice President Secretary-Treasurer
a .
n ea Steve Swetsky Kevin Kelleher
3 Executive Director Deputy Executive Director
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JOHNSON
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ROUND WORLD

CONSULTING

is proud to support

INSIDERNJ
&

CONGRATULATES
OUR COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS

named to

INSIDERNJ'S 2020
POLICY MAKERS LIST

Sean M. Darcy, President
PO Box 397, Belmar, NJ 07719 | 609-610-0543
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The Steve Sweeney policy nerd remains the gold
standard for Trenton policymakers; the kind of guy
who prowls the halls of the Statehouse in seeming
disconnectedness from reality — only to suddenly sit
down and reel off a brilliant policy piece.

The commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Labor
and Workforce Development fought through criticism over
his department’s handing of massive unemployment claims

at the height of the COVID-19 crisis, but had the public
support of Governor Murphy.

The host of State of Affairs on NJTV remains one of the
most keyed-in policy minds in the state. A former member
of the General Assembly, Adubato usually has more policy
footing than his routinely well-prepared guests. The semi-
retirement of veteran Michael Aron puts Adubato even
more in-demand as a veteran television journalist of real
substance.

POLICYMAKERS 2020
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“However beautiful the strategy, you should
occasionally look at the results.”

-Winston Churchhill

KAUFMAN

ZITA CONGRATS to the
INSIDER 100
POLICYMAKERS!

INSIGHT | INTEGRITY | INFLUENCE
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PRINCETON

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATIONS

WSW p

Winning Strategies Washington

Princeton Public Affairs Group

Federal & State Public Affairs
Strategic, Marketing & Crisis Communications

WSWDC.com | PPAG.com | PrincetonSC.com
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AN OPPORTUNE YEAR FOR REFORMERS

In addition to Ryan Haygood and Sue Altman, here are some other key players in the
area of reform policymaking:

NICO BOCOUR, STATE DIRECTOR FOR GIFFORDS: Any gun violence prevention measure that advances
in New Jersey almost certainly has the fingerprints of this Montclair attorney on it. A right-hand adviser to both
Gabby and (Jersey native and soon to be Senator) Mark Giffords.

ADAM GORDON, FAIR SHARE HOUSING CENTER: The Yale Law grad was a HUD consultant in his
20’s, and at one point ran his own magazine, Next American City. What Gordon is doing at Fair Share is not
happening anywhere else in the nation. Hundreds of NJ towns are voluntarily entering into settlements to build
affordable housing — something unimaginable even 10 years ago and something desperately needed in one of
the most segregated states in the nation.

NANCY ERIKA SMITH: Not only did she take down Roger Ailes, Smith is the true intellectual architect
behind the national movement to end NDA’s. As we mourn former Rutgers Law professor Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Erika Smith continues to be champion of issues on equity and discrimination in NJ.

STATE STREET ASSOCIATES

A Government & Public Affairs Firm

Congratulations to all

Insider's 100

Policymakers List.
Dennis Hart, President

State Street Associates, Trenton, NJ. Founded in 1999.
www.statestreetassociates.org | 609-392-0559
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The New Jersey Outdoor Alliance
congratulates all the InsiderNJ
Policymakers 100 listees for their
work making our state a better
place to live.

Our fight for the sportsmen of New
Jersey is not finished.

Learn more at
www.njoutdooralliance.org

[ info@njoutdooralliance.org
@njoutdooralliance

f@ @newjerseyoutdooralliance
@NJSportsmen
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[T MBI

More Than 250 Years
Combined Experience in State and
Local Government Relations and
Regulatory and Public Affairs.

Email: info@mbi-gs.com | Call Us: 609.392.3100

Website: mbi-gs.com
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TRANS
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@ EQUALITY
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The President/CEO of University Hospital in Newark is
the former Health Commissioner in the Murphy
Administration, the first Muslim-American to serve in
the cabinet.

The Executive Director of the ACLU-NJ, Sinha touts a
background in journalism and law and is regarded by his
peers as a constitutional rights expert.
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to Governor Murphy and Leadership in Trenton for putting
the needs of ALL students first in the FY21 Budget.

This includes New Jersey’s 150,000 nonpublic school
students who can return to a safe and healthy learning
environment thanks to increased funding.

i Teach NJ

V A Member of Teach Coalition
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DECOTIIS

DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Giblin, LLP

Straightforward
Solutions.

Areas of Expertise

Cannabis law Real Estate Labor Law Public Procurement
Litigation Environmental Law Public Finance Tax Municipal Law
Government and Regulatory Affairs Healthcare Law Corporate Law

Banking and Bankruptcy

DeCotiis Paramus DeCotiis New York DeCotiis Jersey City

61 South Paramus Road, Ste. 250 80 Red Schoolhouse Rd., Ste. 110 Harborside Financial Center
Paramus, NJ 07652 Spring Valley, NY 10977 2500 Plaza 5, 25th Floor
Tel: (201) 928-1100 Tel: (845) 352-0206 Jersey City, NJ 07311

Fax: (201) 928-0588

www.decotiislaw.com
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The former mayor of Long Hill Twp. and good government
advocate runs her own business and is founder of Courage
to Connect NJ, a grassroots group that encourages New
Jerseyans to participate in “connecting” municipalities to
create an affordable future

New Jersey almost had its first legitimate intellectual run for
office when the Princeton resident and author of the brilliant
War is a Force that Gives us Meaning, announced — and then
retracted — his Green Party candidacy for Congress in CD12.

“ACT NOW
FOUNDATION
Dementia Center

We're with you every step of the way, providing

supportive services to families living with dementia.

e Cognitive Assessments « Long-Term Care Planning
e Support/Crisis Managment « Advocacy/Outreach
e Disease Education « The Food4Life Project

Families Need Your Support, Please Donate Today at www. ActNowFoundation.org

Dementia Center | 3167 Kennedy Blvd, North Bergen, NJ 07047 | 201.721.6721 | www.ActNowFoundation.org
Building Awareness One Mind At a Time!
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